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ometimes the flame of inspiration 
needs a little rekindling.  In our 
day-to-day lives, fast paced and 
full, there is often no time to take 

a pause and reflect upon where we are and 
where we are going: we just go!  But then, 
unexpectedly a moment happens, and life 
gives us a pause that reaffirms that the 
road we are traveling on is the right one or 
the realization that we need to find an-
other way.   If we listen to life and pay 
attention to these miraculous moments 
they can be validating. 
     In 2002, The Daniel Jordan Fiddle 
Foundation awarded its first grants to pro-
grams for adolescents and adults with 
autism.  We are the only not-for-profit 
501(c) (3) organization in the United 
States to specifically focus our grant giv-
ing on residential, recreational, voca-
tional, educational and family programs 

that provide opportunities for adults with 
autism to participate in community life.  
Since its inception, the all volunteer-run, 
Daniel Jordan Fiddle Foundation has 
awarded grants to role model programs 
throughout the United States that honor 
the individuality of each person through-
out adulthood.  Our residential programs 
are on farmsteads, in group homes, in 
assisted living apartments, and on cam-
puses in both urban and suburban settings.  
Our recreational programs encompass all 
kinds of pursuits ranging from camping, 
art, music, theater, swimming and horse-
back riding to dog training, travel, and 
health and wellness activities.  The foun-
dation has enabled service providers to 
develop transitional programs in schools 
and adult day programs and has provided 
suitable, stimulating, and sustainable op-
portunities for adults to work at jobs in 
the community. We have funded educa-
tional materials such as the first job man-
ual for volunteer and supportive employ-
ment for adults, a DVD series on the chal-
lenges facing adults with autism, and a 

manual that guides faith communities on 
ways that they can include individuals 
with autism in their congregations.  The 
foundation is committed to creating fam-
ily wellness and our grantees have in-
cluded family respite adventures, family 
entertainment, and support of a range of 
symposiums including medical, legal, and 
financial issues that affect their lives and 
the lives of their adult children with au-
tism. Because of The Daniel Jordan Fid-
dle Foundationôs expertise in developing, 
identifying, supporting, and supervising 
exemplary programs, we have become a 
leading advocacy organization for adults 
with autism and their families on the state 
and national levels. 
    During the past six years I have been 
constantly amazed by the incredible indi-
viduals with autism and their families 
whom I have met in my travels through-
out the country.  There is so much 
strength and talent in the autism commu-
nity and I feel privileged by virtue of my 
role as Executive Director of The Daniel 
Jordan Fiddle Foundation that they have 

shared their lives with me.  I am always 
guided by the vision I had for my own son 
Danny, in whose memory the foundation 
is named; I wanted him to be respected 
for who he was and for him to have every 
chance to achieve his personal best.  This 
mission, inspired by Danny, is my lifeôs 
passion and yet as in all of our lives, I 
sometimes need a sign of inspiration. 
     Such a moment happened recently.  
The story begins when a dear friend 
named Paul, who is probably one of the 
most articulate and knowledgeable people 
I know regarding theater, film and televi-
sion history, mentioned to me that he 
wanted to take a theater course but could 
not find an age appropriate one for adults 
over 21 year old who have Aspergerôs 
Syndrome.  Paul had tried taking theater 
classes when he was in his twenties but 
had not had good experiences, mostly 
because he felt uncomfortable in the 
ñtypicalò theater groups where people did 
not relate to him and he felt that he could  
 

see Along the Road on page 41 
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Adults at Project Grow, a horticulture work program  

in Smithtown, Long Island, is funded by  

The Daniel Jordan Fiddle Foundation  

An adult day program located in Fair Lawn, New Jersey,  

where individuals practice and learn vocational skills  

is funded by The Daniel Jordan Fiddle Foundation 
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